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C.    Costs, Benefits and Effectiveness (Continued)

A management-oriented evaluation (E.4) of the Special Programs for Dlsad-
vantaged Students has recently been completed. The major purpose of this
study was to Interview policymakers, legislators, and program participants
to determine their perception of the program's goals, and if possible to
establish consensus on the program's objectives. There was general agree-
ment with the following program objectives:

o    To  increase project participants1   knowledge of   realistic postsecondary
educational  opportunities and financial aid availability.

o   To increase the number of accurate applications from students for finan-
cial assistance,   and  to  increase  the  amount   received   by  the   project.

o    To   enhance the  program participants'   motivation to complete   studies in
a postsecondary institution.

o    To  increase  persistence in and  completion  of appropriate postsecondary
programs for SSDS participants.

D.    plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation

The Administration proposed to reduce funding for the Special Programs for
the Disadvantaged and to target these funds on aid to the most disadvantaged,
particularly minorities.
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